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Welcome to Tampa Downtown Partnership’s 22nd Annual Downtown Development Forum. The 
theme for this year’s program is “Innovation Driving Change.” Our downtown is facing creative, 
dynamic, and market-driven disruptions to how we live, work, and play that will determine the 
cultural, environmental, and business development of the urban core for generations to come. 
Never before has Tampa’s Downtown been presented with such diverse and unique challenges 
that will force the business community to think further into the future than ever before.

Disruptive issues including transportation, parking, education, business, urban design and 
innovation development will be explored by our expert presenters. They will offer their views 
on the implementation of solutions to turn these challenges into effective and thoughtful 
action. We must be prepared to streamline, collaborate, listen and lead this process. This is 
our chance to redefine our roles as leaders and to take charge of shaping a relevant future for 
Tampa that will benefit the quality of life for the entire community. It is our responsibility to 
set the goals that will build our city into the place where everyone desires to be. Who better 
than the downtown business community to provide the leadership in promoting this vision and 
building the trust necessary through participation and collaboration to achieve these goals? 
I am very excited about the opportunities in front of us. Thank you for being a part of that 
discussion.

Mickey Jacob, FAIA
2017/2018 Chair – Tampa Downtown Partnership

Tampa Downtown Partnership fosters Tampa’s vibrant and diverse multi-use downtown 
neighborhoods and plays a key role in creating a 24-hour urban center where people can 
learn, live, work, and play. Together, we strive to improve the collective downtown community, 
to be an active conduit of information and resources, to promote a shared vision for Tampa’s 
Downtown, and create and implement the plans that support that vision.

Monday Morning Memo is a weekly update of “insider downtown 
information” regarding developments, transportation, special opportunities 
and other useful information to help you make the most of downtown.

Downtown After Hours is a weekly arts and entertainment guide to help 
you plan your upcoming weekend. Published every Thursday, it provides 
information on outdoor events, museum exhibits, live performances, movies 
and more!

Events: Tampa Downtown Partnership hosts a variety of educational and 
networking events throughout the year on important downtown topics. 

Downtown Tampa Urban Insiders are people who live, work, and play in our 
urban core. They are people who are in the know, who tell their story so you 
can learn the many experiences Downtown has to offer. Are you an Urban 
Insider? Share your story! #UrbanInsiderTPA

Chairman’s Remarks
Mickey Jacob, FAIA, NCARB, BDG Architects >> @MJFAIA89, @BDGarchitects

Welcome 

About the Partnership

Learn more at:
TampasDowntown.com

Mayor’s Welcome
Mayor Bob Buckhorn, City of Tampa >>  @BobBuckhorn, @CityofTampa



AgendaWelcome and Announcements
Mickey Jacob, BDG Architects

Ernest Hooper, Tampa Bay Times
Mayor Bob Buckhorn, City of Tampa

The Importance of Leadership in the Business Community 
From regional transportation to relocating a baseball stadium and many other issues, our panel will discuss the role 
of their organizations and the efforts in place to collaborate for thoughtful, informed and meaningful action that will 
produce the best possible outcomes. 

Steve Bernstein, Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce
Rick Homans, Tampa Bay Partnership 
Mickey Jacob, Tampa Downtown Partnership
Craig J. Richard, Tampa Hillsborough EDC 
Moderated by: Ernest Hooper, Tampa Bay Times

USF Health Morsani College Of Medicine and Heart Institute Spotlight	
USF’s new College of Medicine in Water Street Tampa is changing the dynamics of the Channel District with its new 
and innovative facility. In this presentation, hear about the impact this project will have on education, urban planning, 
transportation and student/faculty lifestyle.	

Charles J. Lockwood, MD, MHCM, USF Health

Higher Education in Downtown
Tampa Preparatory School (“Tampa Prep”) plays a key role as a “middle and upper school” facility closely connected to 
the community while being in a unique urban core campus. This presentation will showcase the challenges, successes, 
operational issues and plans through the eyes of the Tampa Prep Head of School.

Kevin Plummer, Tampa Preparatory School 

UT Development Spotlight 
The University of Tampa (UT) is an influential institution with enormous effect on the Downtown experience. It’s 
growth in academic programs is matched by the physical expansion of the campus and its interaction with surrounding 
neighborhoods. The University of Tampa President will provide an update on the impact that UT has on our active and 
vibrant Downtown.

Ronald L. Vaughn, Ph.D., University of Tampa

Sustainability Panel Discussion
The development of the built environment continues to evolve to be more efficient and responsible, while having to be 
responsive to the specific needs of users. Our panel will explore the various aspects of these sustainability strategies 
and how they are planned, implemented, and measured.

Stephen Koontz, Tampa Bay Trane 
Lisa Marier, Strategic Property Partners
Taylor Ralph, REAL Building Consultants
Moderated by: Alexis Muellner, Tampa Bay Business Journal

Refreshment Break

Real Estate Industry Updates.

Commercial Office: Larry Richey, Cushman & Wakefield 
Observations on who is moving in and out of downtown, and why.

Residential Development: Dave Traynor, Smith & Associates Real Estate
What’s hot, what’s been done, what’s coming, and who is choosing to live in Tampa’s urban core.

 	
Future Trends in Business – Incubating Disruptive Innovation

Downtown has a variety of institutions and people who are in the forefront of incubating, financing, and supporting 
new enterprises that will disrupt business culture. Explore with our panel the opportunities for this start-up strategy 
and the potential impact these new companies will have on the future prosperity of Tampa.

Kirk Rabius, AECOM Building and Places
Bob Rohrlack, Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce
Alex Sink, Tampa Bay Wave
Moderated by: Michael English, The Dikman Co.

Closing Remarks

9:10 am

9:20 am

9:35 am

10:15 am

10:30 am

11:00 am

11:50am

8:55 am

8:15 am

8:00 am



The Importance of Leadership in the Business Community   

Mickey Jacob, FAIA, a founding principal with Urban Studio Architects before joining BDG Architects 
in 2013, has been practicing architecture in Tampa, Florida for 35 years.  He has worked on a variety of 
project types, focusing on interior architecture, concept planning, office building design consultation, 
and hospitality design.  Mickey is responsible for the firm’s strategic direction to create visibility in the 
marketplace and community while promoting the value of design.  He also directs design concepts on 
specific projects and leads the firm’s client relations activities.  Mickey’s commitment to leadership 
is the driving force in his extensive participation in the American Institute of Architects, including 
serving as the 2013 AIA National President, while dedicating efforts to improving the quality of life in 
the community by serving on the board of the Tampa Chamber of Commerce and as Chair of the Tampa 
Downtown Partnership. 

Steve Bernstein is a partner in Fisher Phillips’ Tampa office. Steve maintains a traditional labor 
practice in which he represents employers in both state and federal courts, as well as before the 
National Labor Relations Board (NLRB), the U.S. Department of Labor (DOL), the Equal Employment 
Opportunity Commission (EEOC), and other state and federal agencies. Previously, Steve worked 
for the International Brotherhood of Teamsters and with the Minority Staff of the U.S. Senate Labor 
Committee.

Rick Homans assumed the position of President and CEO of the Tampa Bay Partnership in November 
2015. Before joining the Partnership, Homans served as President and CEO of the Tampa Hillsborough 
Economic Development Corporation. For nearly four years, Homans led the EDC through record-
setting job growth and capital investment and secured increases in private investment and investor 
engagement. A native of Boston, Homans spent 32 years living in New Mexico, where he served in 
the cabinet of Governor Bill Richardson, as Secretary of Economic Development and subsequently as 
Secretary of Taxation and Revenue. Prior to his government service, Homans served as president of a 
New Mexico-based publishing group that owned city magazines in Albuquerque and Santa Fe. 

Craig J. Richard is President and CEO of the Tampa Hillsborough Economic Development Corporation 
(EDC), and is a certified economic developer with over two decades of economic development 
experience in fast-growing markets such as Atlanta, Houston and Dallas. He is a collaborative 
leader with strengths in marketing, business development, entrepreneurial development, workforce 
development, global commerce, strategic planning, and managing talented teams to achieve desired 
results. Career highlights include more than 236 successful projects representing more than 151,000 
jobs and $8.45 billion in capital investment. Prior to assuming the leadership role of the Tampa 
Hillsborough EDC, Craig served as President and CEO of Invest Atlanta, the City of Atlanta’s official 
economic development authority, President and CEO of Greater Louisville Inc. and as Chief Economic 
Development Officer for the Greater Houston Partnership. 

Tampa Downtown Partnership
Chairman Mickey Jacob, FAIA, NCARB, BDG Architects >> @MJFAIA89

Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce 
Chairman Steve Bernstein, Fisher Phillips >> @Labor_Attorneys

Tampa Bay Partnership 
Rick Homans, President and CEO

Tampa Hillsborough Economic Development Corporation (EDC)
Craig J. Richard, CECD, FM, President & CEO >> @TampaEDC

Follow along on Twitter @TampasDowntown 
for shareable “Key Takeaways” from this panel discussion 

Moderator
Ernest Hooper, Tampa Bay Times >> @Hoop4You



USF School of Medicine Development Spotlight

Charles J. Lockwood, MD, MHCM, is the senior vice president of USF Health, dean of the USF Health 
Morsani College of Medicine and professor of Obstetrics & Gynecology (Ob/Gyn) and Public Health. 
Previously, he served as dean of the College of Medicine and vice president for Health Sciences at 
The Ohio State University, and chaired the Departments of Obstetrics & Gynecology at Yale and New 
York University.

Dr. Lockwood  was named one of Tampa Bay Business Journal’s 2016 Power 100 Most Influential 
Leaders and has been cited on national “Best Doctors” lists for over two decades.  He is magna cum 
laude graduate of Brown University, earned his medical degree from the University of Pennsylvania, 
and his Master of Science in Health Care Management from the Harvard School of Public Health. 
He completed his obstetrics & gynecology residency at Pennsylvania Hospital and a maternal-fetal 
medicine fellowship at Yale.

Charles J. Lockwood, MD, MHCM
Sr. VP USF Health, Dean of USF Health Morsani College of Medicine  >> @USFHealth

Kevin became the seventh Head of Tampa Preparatory School in July 2007. Kevin’s roots 
go deeply into the Tampa community where he serves as the Vice Chairman of the Tampa 
Downtown Partnership, Board of Directors of Friends of the Riverwalk, Moffitt Hospital 
Board of Directors, and the Creative Tampa Bay Board and has been a trustee for the George 
Steinbrenner Boys and Girls Club. Kevin also proudly serves as Vice President of the Florida 
Council of Independent Schools and is the Chair for The Enrollment Management Association. 

Kevin Plummer
Head of School, Tampa Preparatory School >> @TPPlummer

Higher Education in Downtown 

Dr. Vaughn became President of UT in January 1995 and has served in many positions since 
first joining UT in 1984 as the Coordinator of the Marketing Department and holder of the 
Max H. Hollingsworth Endowed Chair of American Enterprise. Dr. Vaughn’s leadership has 
brought the University into a period of growth and expansion unlike any in its 85-year history. 
University enrollments have quadrupled, the University’s annual budget has increased by 
almost ten times, and over 500 new faculty, staff, and vendor-contracted positions have been 
added during his 22-year tenure. Since 1997 UT’s campus has been totally transformed by 40 
completed construction projects totaling $530 million in value. In addition to spearheading the 
expansion, President Vaughn has acquired more community-based financial support than any 
UT President before him, raising close to $240 million for a comprehensive capital campaign. 

Ronald L. Vaughn, Ph.D.
President, University of Tampa >> @UofTampa

UT Development Spotlight



Sustainability Panel Discussion

Stephen Koontz is responsible for leading Tampa Bay Trane’s Energy Services & 
Contracting business.  His team identifies, develops and implements building retrofits 
and operational changes that help owners achieve green, high performance buildings.  
Since joining Tampa Bay Trane in 1997, Mr. Koontz has implemented more than $150 
Million in energy savings projects.  These projects are saving our clients more than $10 
Million every year. He has authored several papers on energy efficiency and is a sought 
after speaker for local civic and professional organizations.  He holds a Bachelor of 
Science in Mechanical Engineering from the University of Florida and an MBA from the 
University of Tampa.

Lisa Marier joined Strategic Property Partners in March 2016 as Executive Vice 
President and Director of Development & Operations where she manages entitlements, 
design, construction, tenant improvements, leasing, and asset management strategy for 
the office development portfolio. Prior to SPP, Ms. Marier was the Senior Vice President 
of Development at Vornado/Charles E. Smith in Arlington, V.A. and the Executive 
Development Officer of the JBG Companies in Washington, D.C., where she was directly 
responsible for 2.8 million square feet of completed and active development projects. 
She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree from Georgetown University and has 30 years of 
experience in the industry.

Taylor Ralph is the Founder and President of REAL Building Consultants, LLC—a decade-
old firm that specializes in helping clients develop responsible, efficient and healthy 
buildings for building owners, developers, and design/build teams. He is the current 
ULI Tampa Bay Sustainability Committee Chair, Chair of USGBC Florida Gulf Coast, 
and Board Member of USGBC Florida and Gasparilla Music Festival. He is also a proud 
member of the University of Tampa Board of Fellows.

Taylor Ralph
REAL Building Consultants >> @AtRalph, @RealBldgConsult

Moderator
Alexis Muellner, Tampa Bay Business Journal >> @AlexisTBBJ

Lisa Marier
Strategic Property Partners >> @WaterStTampa

Stephen Koontz
Tampa Bay Trane >> @Trane 

Follow along on Twitter @TampasDowntown 
for shareable “Key Takeaways” from this panel discussion 



Larry D. Richey is Managing Principal and Florida Market Leader for Cushman & 
Wakefield’s Florida offices. In that position, he is responsible for the company’s offices in 
Orlando, Tampa, Jacksonville, Miami, West Palm Beach, Boca Raton and Ft. Lauderdale. 
Before joining Cushman & Wakefield 36 years ago, Mr. Richey was a Certified Public 
Accountant with the accounting firm of Coopers & Lybrand in Atlanta. He is also an 
attorney and a member of the Georgia Bar. The Florida offices of C&W consistently rank 
at the top of the competitive commercial real estate services industry in their respective 
markets. The company also manages and leases a forty seven million square foot office, 
industrial, and retail portfolio in the state.

Dave Traynor oversees the Developer Services Division at Smith & Associates Real 
state.  Under Dave’s leadership Smith & Associates has had the opportunity to conduct 
the sales and marketing for the majority of Tampa Bay’s luxury high-rises, including but 
not limited to The Plaza, Grand Central at Kennedy, Skypoint, Residences at Franklin 
Street in Tampa, 400 Beach Drive, Parkshore Plaza, Signature Place in St Petersburg, 
and Station Square and Water’s Edge in Clearwater.

Dave received both his Bachelor’s and Master’s Degrees in Education from the 
University of Connecticut. He is passionate about developing the Downtown Tampa 
core and currently resides in the Channel District.  He is also on the Board of Directors 
for Amazing Love Ministries serving those in need.

Residential Development
Dave Traynor, Smith & Associates Real Estate >> @ Smith_Associate 

A closer look at what’s 
next in Downtown 
construction

Commercial Office
Larry Richey, Cushman & Wakefield >> @CushWakeTampa

Real Estate Industry Updates

Current
Downtown 
Development 
Map 



Tampa Downtown Partnership’s 
Role in Downtown Development

SSD EXPANSION 
Tampa HeightsAnticipated

Services
Begin October 

2018

Since its inception in 1986, the Tampa Downtown Partnership has worked towards the goal 
of advancing our downtown. Over the course of 32 years, we continue to pursue that goal by 
fostering a vibrant and diverse downtown neighborhood that boasts a growing population and 
economic strength.

In response to the growing needs and 
opportunities in the Downtown and it’s 
surrounding the neighborhood, the Tampa 
Downtown Partnership (TDP) is in the process 
of expanding the Downtown Special Services 
District boundary to include portions of the 
Tampa Heights neighborhood, with expected 
services to begin October 2018. This expansion 
serves as a response to the market-driven 
development in the center city of Tampa and 
includes the “Yellow Brick Row” portion of 
Franklin Street and new The Heights / Armature 
Works projects. Tampa Downtown Partnership 
received approval from City Council on February 
15, 2108 to proceed in seeking an expansion of 
the Special Service District (SSD) into Tampa 
Heights and has held community meetings and 
round-tables to address the specific and unique 
needs of the emerging neighborhood. 

The next step in the process is for the Tampa 
Downtown Partnership to receive approval in 
August when the organization goes before City 
Council to renew the SSD, with the expanded 
Tampa Heights boundaries included. 

Upon approval, a non-ad valor-em special 
assessment will be placed on property owners 
within the new boundaries, and renewed for 
those already in the SSD boundaries. The 
assessment is $1.10 per $1,000 in assessed 
value from the Hillsborough County Property 
Appraiser’s office. In FY2018, the SSD budget was 
$2.45 million. The proposed expanded district 
would add approximately $44,000.



Clean & Safe

Transportation Placemaking

$100K +105K

52

Current Studies / Plans 
Funded by TDP & Partners

Annual grant 
funding dedicated to 
transportation-related 
planning projects 

Annual attendees at TDP 
public space programs & events

Days of ice skating at Winter 
Village at Curtis Hixon Park

New public art installations /
murals partially funded by TDP 

Annual grant funds directly awarded to 
individuals / business for Activation & 
Storefront Improvement projects

Free fitness classes 
in Curtis Hixon Park

* 2016-2017 Figures 

32 Certified Bicycle 
Friendly Businesses

+500   Downtowner 
passengers served daily

Downtown Parking Plan

Way-Finding Signage Plan Update

Bike Friendly Business Program - Phase III

Downtown Shuttle Program - Phase III

Biennial Worker, Resident & Student Study

Over 10

4 Days a Week

243 
Tons 24K 163 837 50K 60K

Trash 
Collected 
Manually

Bags of 
Trash

Collected

Code &
Safety Issues

Reported

Stranded
Motorist
Assists

 Downtown
Guidebooks
Distributed

Downtown
Contacts &

Interactions

$50K



Over the course of his 22 year career, Kirk Rabius’ professional experiences have been 
diverse, and include the full-spectrum of architecture, engineering, and technology-
driven projects. Most recently, his focus has been on the development of city-driven 
Smart City technology solutions that address infrastructure demands stemming from 
increased city urbanization. By targeting environmental, public safety, transportation 
mobility, and social sustainability improvements, Kirk have been able to stand up new, 
innovative, and sustainable Smart City programs.

Bob Rohrlack, CCE, serves as the President and CEO of The Greater Tampa Chamber 
of Commerce (GTCC), the voice of business for the Tampa Bay area. He heads the 
Chamber’s mission to “Serve our members and enhance our community by building 
business success” and implementing the Chamber’s new, VISION2026 Plan. He has over 
33 years experience in the Chamber of Commerce/economic development profession 
and has worked at the local, state, public and private sectors. Bob has served as the 
Chairman of the Florida Association of Chamber Professionals (FACP), board of Visit 
Tampa Bay, University of Tampa Trustee, Tampa Downtown Partnership, Westshore 
Alliance, and the Tampa Hillsborough Economic Development Corporation.  He is the 
2017 FACP Florida Executive of the Year.

Alex Sink served as Florida’s Chief Financial Officer (CFO) from 2007 to 2011 as one of 
four statewide elected officials. Before elected office, Alex had a 26-year career with 
Bank of America. She retired as President of Florida operations in 2000, managing the 
state’s largest bank with $40 billion in deposits, leading 9000 employees in over 800 
branches. From 2011 to 2013, she was Senior Advisor to Hyde Park Capital Advisors, a 
middle market boutique M&A firm. Alex founded Florida Next Foundation, a non-profit 
devoted to supporting innovation and entrepreneurship in Florida. She subsequently 
joined the board of Tampa Wave in 2016 to continue her work in supporting the 
entrepreneurial ecosystem in Florida. She is a Life Trustee at Wake Forest University, 
serves on the boards of the Wake Forest University Baptist Medical Center, United Way 
Worldwide Leadership Council, United Way Suncoast, and Junior Achievement.

Alex Sink
Tampa Bay Wave >> @ AlexSinkFlorida

Bob Rohrlack
Greater Tampa Chamber of Commerce >> @Tampa_Chamber

Kirk Rabius
AECOM Building and Places >> @KirkRabius

Incubating Disruptive Innovation

Follow along on Twitter @TampasDowntown 
for sharable “Key Takeaways” from this panel discussion 

Moderator
Michael English, AICP, The Dikman Company, Inc. 



Tampa Downtown Partnership’s 

32ND ANNUAL 
MEETING &
LUNCHEON
Hilton Tampa Downtown Hotel 

June 14th, 2018
11:30 am - 1:30pm

Learn more at TampasDowntown.com 

Industrious
401 E Jackson St., Suite 3300
industriousoffice.com

Tampa Bay Wave
412 E Madison St., Ste 1206 
downtowntampaoffice.com

Bay3 @ Armature Works
1910 N Ola Ave. 
armatureworks.com/work-space

Suites @ Madison
412 E Madison St., Ste 1206 
downtowntampaoffice.com

Skyview Executive Offices
400 N Ashley Dr., Suite 2600 
skyviewoffices.com

Commerce Club 
@ The Oxford Exchange
420 W Kennedy Blvd. 
oxfordexchange.com

Join the City of Tampa and the Tampa Downtown 
Partnership as we unveil Julian B. Lane Riverfront 
Park, a 23-acre waterfront park, with a weekend 
celebration of family fun and live entertainment!

May 12-13th, 2018
Free to Attend >> Live Music 

JUNE

14

GRAND OPENING
Julian B. Lane Riverfront Park

SAVE THE DATE

Co-Working Spaces in Downtown
Real Estate’s Response to the Innovation Economy



SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS

LAFAYETTE PLACE
HILLSBOROUGH RIVER REALTY CORPORATION® /

THE JEFFRIES COMPANIES® 

Platinum Sponsors

Gold Sponsors

Silver Sponsors

Bronze Sponsors

Not-so-young Rascals reunited, with show coming to Ruth Eckerd Hall. Etc, 2B

.  tampabay.com

Briefl y, free bird
To watch a video of 
a penguin that got 
out of its enclosure 

at SeaWorld’s new attrac-
tion, go to Links in today’s 
Times at tampabay.com.

.  TODAY’S WEATHER

HIS HOME RUNS 
POWER RAYS 
PAST MARLINS 
Kelly Johnson, signed off 
the free-agent clearance 
rack in February, becomes 
the team’s first to hit two 
three-run homers in a game. 
He put the memory in 
Tampa Bay’s 10-6 Memorial 
Day win over Miami, writes 
Gary Shelton. Sports, 1C

Spending ideas for 
Powerball winner
Taken as a lump sum, after 
taxes, someone would have 
$277.3 million, says a Florida 
Lottery spokeswoman. 
What will that buy? Local, 1B

Greenkeeper’s 
neat work recalled 
James “Ace” Kozorra, 62, 
who knew everyone’s name 
at the Feather Sound Coun-
try Club after 20 years, was 
walking nearby when hit 
and killed by a car. Local, 1B

Thousands mark 
Memorial Day 
Ceremonies at veterans 
cemeteries draw those who 
mourn and those apprecia-
tive of the sacrifice. Local, 1B

Chinese hack into 
U.S. defenses
The designs of more than 
two dozen weapons sys-
tems were breached, giving 
China access to advanced 
technology. World, 2A

Big Apple wheels 
into bike sharing
The Citi Bike program 
launches with 6,000 
bicycles in Manhattan and 
Brooklyn. Daily Briefing, 4A

Corrections
A story on Wednesday 
about a $52 million deal for 
Heritage Property and Casu-
alty Insurance in St. Peters-
burg incorrectly stated that 
the company’s president, 
Richard Widdicombe, previ-
ously worked for the director 
of Citizens Property Insur-
ance Corp. The story and an 
editorial published Thursday 
also misidentified the for-
mer role of Heritage’s vice 
president of claim opera-
tions. Paul Neilson formerly 
worked on a field inspection 
program for Citizens that 
was not connected to a con-
troversial wind mitigation 
reinspection program.  
• Several “down” clues were 
inadvertently omitted from 
the New York Times cross-
word puzzle in Sunday’s Per-
spective. The missing clues 
to “Benefitting” appear 
today on 7A.
• Israeli President Shimon 
Peres and Palestinian Presi-
dent Mahmoud Abbas were 
misidentified in a photo cap-
tion Monday.

© Times Publishing Co.
  Vol. 129   No. 308

I NDEX
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chanceof rain
More,backpageof Sports

Hot and humid

20%

74° 81° 83° 81°

In the 
know

Think the hazy, lazy dog days of summer have arrived? Not if you’re in the business of selling bay area beaches. 
Memorial Day, the o�  cial trigger of summer, means Pinellas County’s tourism agency shifts gears to target 
more locals than out-of-towners. But that doesn’t mean activity slows down. 

DIRK SHADD   |   Times  

Sparky, a West Highland terrier mix, yawns while relaxing in the lap of his owner, Karen Sellner, 63, of Brandon at Fort De 
Soto’s dog park area  Monday. Sparky, who was part of the Memorial Day crowd, gets to visit the dog beach once a week. 
“We come every Monday, no matter what,” Sellner said. “This is the place to be with your dog and your family.” STORY, 1B

Beach business 

40% 
of those who hit Pinellas County 
beaches visit between Memorial Day 
and Labor Day. 

$1 million
Visit St. Pete/Clearwater spends 
$1 million to get residents of 
central and west Florida to visit
 the Pinellas beaches. 

No. 1 
Residents of Tampa Bay 
counties trump all other metro areas as 
the biggest feeder market for local 
beaches. The other top feeder markets 
are New York, Chicago and Orlando. 

Planning to stay at the beach this summer? Here are some events to consider:
20th annual St. Pete Beach Corey 
Area Art & Craft Festival, this Saturday 
and Sunday from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. with a 
wide array of art and crafts 
ranging from as little as 
$3 to $3,000 set up 
along Corey Avenue 
in St. Pete Beach.

When the Rays are out of town, you can 
watch the team on a big screen on the 
beach at Rays watch parties behind 
the Tradewinds’ Guy Har-
vey Outpost on St. Pete 
Beach. Upcoming par-
ties are June 23 (New 
York Yankees), July 
23 (Boston Red Sox), 
Aug. 11 (Los Angeles 
Dodgers) and Sept. 27 
(Toronto Blue Jays) at 
6000 Gulf Blvd. 

Sunsets at Pier 60 is a daily festival on 
Clearwater Beach that celebrates the 
end of the day with artisans, crafters, 
street performers and 
music. Every Friday 
and Saturday night, 
free movies are 
shown on the 
beach. This week-
end features Mir-
ror Mirror on Friday 
and Grown Ups on 
Saturday. See sunsets-
atpier60.com for movies and bands.

Sharon Kennedy Wynne, 
Times staff

A new bill makes 
problem restaurants 
a higher priority for 
health inspectors.

BY LAURA REILEY
Times Food Critic

The thought of cockroaches in 
a restaurant’s kitchen might make 
you queasy, but they may not be 
what should worry you most.

Despite the very strong 
“yuck factor,” as Marion Nestle, 
a nationally known nutrition 
scientist and author of Food 
Politics, labels our visceral reac-
tion to Florida’s famed creepy-
crawlies, there are far worse 
things that will actually, physi-
cally make us ill. These include 
foods stored at the wrong tem-
peratures and the cross-con-
tamination of foods.

“I think (cockroaches) are more 
an index of poor sanitation,” said 
Nestle, who is a professor at New 
York University. “I’m not aware of 
documented instances of patho-
gen contamination of food via 
cockroach, but I suppose it’s the-
oretically possible. Mostly, there’s 
the yuck factor. If the place can’t 
keep out the cockroaches, what 

Changes 
may bring 
cleaner 
kitchens

.  See INSPECTIONS, 10A

Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Of the 85 
kids who have won the National 
Spelling Bee, only one became an 
instant movie star. 

For the millions who watched 
back in 1999, her face is frozen 
in time. She’ll always be the 
14-year-old girl from Tampa’s 
Benito Middle School with the 
glasses and dark shoulder-
length hair, her arms raised 
while leaping for joy. 

But that was a half-life ago for 
Nupur Lala. Like all bee win-
ners, she has since had to deal 

with the perks, drawbacks and 
stereotypes that come with the 
title — all magnified because she 
won the year that an Oscar-nom-
inated documentary (released 
three years later) turned its eye 
on the competition. 

She became a role model for 
those who realized it’s okay to be 
nerdy. She became a trendsetter, 
starting a run in which 10 of 14 
national bee winners have been 
Indian-American, including the 
past five. 

Today, she’s 28 and finish-
ing up a master’s degree in can-
cer biology with plans to enroll 
in the University of Texas Med-
ical School in Houston, having 
changed course from a career 
plan that had her researching 
memory and the brain for three 

Her life after ‘Spellbound’ fame
A girl from Tampa’s 1999 winning moment helped make “nerdy” cool.

Associated Press (1999)

Lala was a 14-year-old 
student at Benito Middle 
when she won the bee..  See SPELLING BEE, 7A

Nupur Lala, 
28, is now 
finishing 
a master’s 
in cancer 
biology with 
plans to go to 
med school.

DANIEL WALLACE   |   Times

Sidelined from P.E. class by a broken leg, 
third-grader Joesph Flournoy, 9, talks to Tony 
Saladino Jr., 77, on a recent day at Valrico 
Elementary School. 

BY MARLENE SOKOL
Times Staff Writer

BRANDON — He’s a short man, 5-foot-
4. He has eyes that actually sparkle.

He says “knuckle-headed yo-yo” when 
he wants to make kids laugh. He calls 
them by their last names, and the goal is 
the same — get their attention, because 
they have to listen before they can learn.

The younger ones don’t know who 
he is. But when they hit fourth- or fifth-
grade, especially the ones who play base-
ball, or whose fathers played baseball, 
then they know. They’ll say, “Coach, 
you’re famous, aren’t you?”

Their gym teacher is Tony Saladino Jr.

• • •

Rumors that Saladino is retiring — we 
trace this one to his wife, Bertha — are 
greatly exaggerated.

The founder of a 32-year-old high 
school tournament that has featured 
dozens of players who went on to the 
major leagues still gets up every morn-
ing at 5:15 a.m. and teaches physical edu-
cation at Valrico Elementary School.

His own children are grown. One runs 
a baseball academy. Two grandsons play 

Tony Saladino Jr., 77, has influenced many young lives.

Ageless coach shapes
a timeless message 

.  See SALADINO, 5A

The EU lets its 
embargo lapse, 
as Sen. McCain 
visits rebels.
Washington Post

PARIS — The Obama admin-
istration’s go-slow policy on 
Syria came under renewed pres-
sure Monday as European lead-
ers agreed to allow the lapse of 
a ban on arms deliveries to Syr-
ia’s rebels, and Sen. John McCain 
slipped into the war-torn coun-
try to dramatize what he says is 
the opposition’s urgent need for 
direct military aid.

The new support for Syria’s 
embattled opposition came amid 
high-level diplomatic efforts to 
find a political solution to the 
Syrian crisis. Secretary of State 
John Kerry met in Paris with 
Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov to explore prospects for 
a peace conference that would 
bring together rebels and Syrian 
government officials.

Late in the day, foreign minis-
ters from the 27-nation EU, meet-
ing in the Belgian capital, failed 
to muster the votes for renewing 
the arms embargo, which will 
expire Friday.

British Foreign Secretary Wil-
liam Hague declared in a tweet 
the “arms embargo on Syrian 
opposition ended,” though there 
had been no immediate deci-
sion to send arms. “Other sanc-
tions remain” in place, he said, 
including sweeping restrictions 
on trade with the government of 
Syrian President Bashar Assad.

Hague, in separate comments, 
said that the EU decision “sends 
a very strong message from 
Europe to the Assad regime,” the 

Arms 
ban on 
Syria 
ends

.  See SYRIA, 6A
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I love the Tampa Bay area.
It’s my home.
When I first moved here in 

1988, I never thought my fondness 
for its historic districts, its scenic vis-
tas, its heart-warming diversity and its 
tantalizing food would grow so great. 
In my mind, Tampa would serve as 
just another way-stop in my burgeon-
ing journalistic career.

Now I can’t imagine living any-
where else.

So with that in mind, a part of me 
will always be grateful to the Tampa 
Tribune for delivering me to my for-
ever home. I’ve devoted the bulk of my 
career — 24 years, but who’s count-
ing — to the Times, but it’s the Tribune 
where I spent four years first learn-
ing to love this area, its charms and its 
quirks.

Now, all these years later, my career, 
in a sense, has come full circle. I’m 
again writing for a publication that 
bears the name Tampa Tribune. We 
bestow — and I’m intentionally using 
such a lofty word — that name on the 
mast to honor the 123-year history 
of the Tribune, and we hope Tribune 
subscribers see it as a gold-embossed 
invitation.

In all the years I’ve spoken to civic 
groups and students and inquirers 
about the competition between the two 
papers, I expressed the belief that this 
community proved to be the biggest 
winner of the battle. We pushed each 
other to write better, report better and 
work harder — for you, the readers.

Now the competition comes to a 
close with the Times’ purchase of 
the Tribune this week, but the drive 
to continue serving the community 
remains strong. The Times will con-
tinue serving as a beacon for our long-
time readers while striving to win over 
those new to our daily efforts.

At its core, journalism isn’t about 
left-leaning perspectives or right-wing 
convictions. It’s about the awesome 
opportunity to impact lives on a daily 
basis. Sometimes, that impact may 
be simple in nature: a clever line that 
produces a smile; a story about a non-
profit that prompts someone to give; 
a feature on a high school athlete that 
proud parents clip and paste into a 
scrapbook.

On other occasions, the impact 
shakes the fiber of the community. 
An expose on a politically connected 
slumlord changes the way the county 
manages the homeless. A shocking 
report on the failures of urban ele-
mentary schools brings needed atten-
tion from local, state and national offi-
cials. A stunning probe into woefully 
funded state mental hospitals moves 
the Legislature to act.

You will find all those positives in 
our daily product. In this particu-
lar section, which will publish every 
Friday and Sunday, we will deliver a 
blend of news, features and informa-
tion that matters most to you at the 
community level.

This is not a new endeavor for the 
Times. We’ve published a Tampa-spe-
cific edition for nearly 30 years. Like 
many of my colleagues, we work here, 
we live here and we raise our kids here 
— in Hillsborough County.

This is home. We love it, and it’s 
that love that will drive us every day to 
maximize the awesome opportunity 
we’re blessed to have as journalists. 
Your journalists.

That’s all I’m saying.

ERNEST HOOPER 
ehooper@tampabay.com

BY STEVE CONTORNO
Times Staff Writer

TAMPA — After the Museum of 
Science and Industry announced 
last month it would move to 
downtown, it didn’t take long for 
University of South Florida foot-
ball fans and observers to eye 
the museum’s current digs for a 
future on-campus stadium.

There are a lot of reasons why 
proponents of an on-campus 
football stadium think the MOSI 
site would be a perfect fit for the 
Bulls.

The most obvious is prox-

imity. MOSI is just across the 
street from the USF campus on 
E Fowler Avenue. That would 
make it a lot easier for students 
to attend games than trek 10-
miles south to Raymond James 
Stadium, where the Bulls have 
played since 1997.

The team’s practice facility is 
nearby, too.

There’s also already a pedes-
trian bridge over E Fowler Ave-
nue that would allow foot traf-
fic to safely cross one of Tampa’s 
busiest thoroughfares.

And it’s certainly big enough. 

The parcel that hosts MOSI is 
more than 75 acres. There would 
be plenty of room for a stadium, 
parking, tailgating and other 
amenities with space to spare.

So why throw cold water on 
this idea?

It’s not impossible, maybe not 
even terribly unlikely, that the 
MOSI site could one day host a 
new football stadium. But even 
if it were to happen, it would be 
quite a ways away.

Museum leadership is going 
to spend the next year just study-
ing a strategy to move to down-
town, where it will join the rede-
velopment project of Tampa 
Bay Lightning owner Jeff Vinik 

MOSI move stirs talk of USF stadium at site

LOREN ELLIOTT   |   Times (2015)

The Museum of Science and Industry is just across the 
street from the USF campus on Fowler Avenue. 

Proponents say it would be a perfect fit for 
the Bulls, but Hillsborough has other plans.

.  See MOSI, 8

Photos by ZACK WITTMAN   |   Times 

Crew members work backstage to produce a live-stream fundraiser for Tampa Bay Give Day at WEDU’s studio 
Tuesday. Dozens of charities appeared on-air with local celebrities to help raise money for their causes.

Giving a voice
to Give Day

WEDU, Tampa Bay’s PBS TV station, gives nonprofit 
organizations a showcase in live or taped segments.
BY KENYA WOODARD
Times Correspondent

TAMPA

A ny other day, Susan How-
arth is the president and 
CEO of public broadcasting 
station WEDU, a job she’s 

done for eight years.
On Tuesday, Howarth shed her 

executive title to don headphones and 
take on the role of floor producer.

Throughout the day, Howarth 
greeted and guided representatives 

from dozens of Tampa Bay nonprof-
its who visited the station’s Hough 
Family Foundation Studios to appear 
in promotion segments for the third 
annual Give Day Tampa Bay.

The goal is to give 100 nonprofits a 
chance to showcase what they do in 
either live or pre-taped segments or 
in 30-second “lightning round” inter-
views, Howarth said.

This was the second year WEDU 
served as the headquarters for Give 
Day, a 24-hour online giving chal-

lenge championed by the Community 
Foundation of Tampa Bay.

The PBS TV station came to be the 
media hub for the event after How-
arth said she realized the fundrais-
ing event could benefit from a bigger 
platform and approached Commu-
nity Foundation with the idea.

The station’s participation in Give 
Day — which sought to raise more 
than $2 million — plays well with its 
mission of service to the community 
.  See WEDU, 8

Dewayne 
Staats, TV 
play-by-play 
announcer 
for the 
Tampa Bay 
Rays, hosts 
a live-stream 
fundraiser 
Tuesday for 
Tampa Bay 
Give Day at 
the WEDU 
studio.

BY SUSAN GREEN
Times Correspondent

BRANDON — The Greater 
Brandon Chamber of Commerce 
has put its signature headquar-
ters at 330 Pauls Drive on the 
market, with an asking price of 
$3.1 million.

The two-story, 21,500-square-
foot building, home to the cham-
ber for 10 years, has drawn a 
flurry of interest in the past two 
or three weeks since it went on 
the open market, said Cami Gib-
ertini, a banking executive and 
17-year chamber member who 
became chair of the organiza-
tion’s board in February. The 
chamber first advertised the 
building to chamber members 
but no buyers came forward, she 
said.

A task force is studying options 
for the chamber’s staff of eight 
once the building is sold, includ-
ing relocation and the possibility 
of leasing space in the existing 
headquarters as a tenant.

“We may stay in the building,” 
Gibertini said, adding that the 
chamber currently occupies the 
lobby and a large boardroom, 
leaving much of the other space 
to lease-paying tenants. “We do 
love it. It’s a wonderful building.”

The chamber also is asking 
$475,000 for land adjacent to 
its headquarters that is part of 
the 1.64-acre chamber site. The 
spot has potential for a two-story 
structure of up to 12,000 square 
feet of office space, according to 
marketing materials.

Gibertini said the cham-
ber’s finances are “in the black,” 
despite a drop in business mem-
berships from 1,100 a year or so 
ago to about 800.  She attributed 
some of the decline to nonpay-
ment of dues and said chamber 
officials will follow up to deter-
mine how much of that might 
stem from oversight.

However, she and Michael 
Matthews, immediate past 
chamber chair, said scrutiny of 
the organization’s finances and 

Brandon 
chamber 
selling 
building

.  See CHAMBER, 8

The asking price for 
the headquarters on 
Pauls Drive is 
$3.1 million.
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